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Introduction 
This list is based on the author’s collection. It has been prepared in collaboration with Duncan Smith and with input 
from Joe Pearson and Tim Graham. To all, my thanks. The next page gives some notes on variants and successors, this 
is followed by a two page list of titles. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 
The following are used in the lists and have the meanings given below: 

                This column lists selected later editions MC Modern Classic (Main Series 1961-1989) 
95  Travel Library (Main Series 1980s)  39 American Library (1980s) 
18, 118 Twentieth Century Classic (1990+)  + The number of years since first publication 
FBC Forces Book Club (see below) 

ERRATA 
The following have been noted: 

No Title Problem 
233 Those Greenland Days Biography of W.W. Jacobs on the back of the half title in some first editions. 
261 Marching on Tanga First edition orange and marked ‘Fiction’, reprint 1941 corrected. 
559 The Lawless Roads Graham Green on the spine. 
1155 The Essential T.E. Lawrence 1015 on the spine. 

FORCES BOOK CLUB EDITIONS 
The following 17 titles appeared as Forces Books Club Editions in 1942/43 but are not cerise. They are shown as [FBC] 
in the main table. It is believed most were then issued as PoW Editions – shown here with dates or ‘poss.’ or ‘prob.’ 

No Title Author Batch Date PoW 
168 The House of Exile Nora Waln 1 10/42 Poss. 
202 The Escaping Club A.J. Evans 2 11/42 Prob. 
360 An Air Fighter’s Scrap-Book Ira Jones 3 10/42 Poss. 
369 A Naturalist Goes to War Philip Gosse 3 12/42 Prob. 
99/100 The Worst Journey in the World Apsley Cherry-Garrard 4 01/43 03/43 
294 Siamese White Maurice Collis 6 03/43 08/43 
417 South Latitude F.D. Ommanney 6 02/43 Prob. 
405 Passenger to Teheran Vita Sackville-West 7 04/43 07/43 
431 Russian Newsreel Charlotte Haldane 7 04/43 Prob. 
187 The ‘Egypt’s’ Gold David Scott 8 05/43 05/43 
347 Trade Winds Louis Kornitzer 8 05/43 Prob. 
426 Sea Escapes and Adventures Taffrail 8 05/43 06/43 
66 The Surgeon’s Log J. J. Abraham 9 06/43 06/43 
281 Within Four Walls M. Harrison & H. Cartwright 10 07/43 Poss. 
424 Sporting Adventure J.W. Day 10 07/43 07/43 
439 Guerrilla War in Abyssinia W.E.D. Allen 10 07/43 Poss. 
441 Into Madagascar K.C. Gander Dowar 11 08/43 Poss. 

OTHER WAR TIME VARIANTS 
Two titles, Together (502) and Escape to Switzerland (490 = SE2) exist in the later (1945) Services Editions. There are 
no Travel and Adventure titles in the EVT (Education and Vocational Training) or Egyptian series. An Air Fighter’s 
Scrapbook is known in an Australian edition. 
GAMES COVERS 
The ‘Abram Games’ pictorial covers of the 1950s included two titles with cerise spines, as listed below: 

No Title Author Cover Date + 
1238 Venture to the Interior Laurens van der Post Hans Unger 1957 5 
1250 Tibetan Marches André Migot (Peter Fleming trans./intro.) Stanley Goodsell 1957 3 

MERCHANDISE 
If you seek more cerise, Art Meets Matter have produced coffee mugs for Together and Traveller from Tokyo and a 
‘Penguin Book Bag’ with Siren Land on one side and Pearls and Men on the other. There is also a cerise pencil: One’s 
Company on one side, Venture to the Interior on the other. And, for the traveller who tires of his or her armchair, there 
is a deck chair decorated with Sea and Sardinia. 
CELEBRATIONS 
In September 2007, 36 ‘Celebrations’ titles appeared, B format with traditional horizontal grids, spine numbers and 
colour coding. Three of these, listed below, are cerise, though on the back cover they are referred to as pink. 

No Title Author 
04 Congo Journey Redmond O’Hanlon 
14 The Shadow of the Sun. My African Journey Ryszard Kapuściński 
18 Dark Star Safari: Overland from Cairo to Cape Town Paul Theroux 
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Horizontal Grid 
No No. Title – Subtitle [notes] Author, Contributors Date + Time & Place   
01 60 The Dark Invader – Wartime Reminiscences of a German Naval 

Intelligence Officer 
Captain von Rintelen = Franz Rintelen von Kleist 09/36 3 WW1  

02 66 The Surgeon’s Log – Impressions of the Far East [FBC] James Johnston Abraham 11/36 25   
03 67 My South Sea Island [& 258] Eric Muspratt 11/36 5 Solomon Islands  
04 68 With Mystics and Magicians in Tibet [& 310] Alexandra David-Neel, A. d’Arsonval (intro.) 11/36 5   
05 69 Some Experiences of a New Guinea Resident Magistrate (1) C.A.W. Monckton 11/36 11   

 70 Some Experiences of a New Guinea Resident Magistrate (2) C.A.W. Monckton 11/36 11   
06 82 Undertones of War [+ 32 of his poems, => MC] Edmund Blunden 03/37 9 WW1 => 018.295 
07 99 The Worst Journey in the World (1) Antarctic 1910-1913 [FBC] Apsley Cherry-Garrard 06/37 15 Antarctic  

 100 The Worst Journey in the World  (2) [FBC] [=> 1 double volume 100, 
1948] 

Apsley Cherry-Garrard [=> reprint 1970 with foreword by George Feaver] 06/37 15 Antarctic => 9501 

08 113 The Secret of the Sahara: Kufara [& 205] Rosita Forbes 09/37 15 Libya  
09 126 Trader Horn – The Ivory Coast in the Earlies Alfred Aloysius Horn, Ethelreda Lewis (ed.), John Galsworthy (foreword) 01/38 11   
10 133 Watkins’ Last Expedition [20 photographs] F. Spencer Chapman, Augustine Courtauld (intro.) 04/38 4 Greenland  
11 139 Flying Dutchman – The Life of Anthony Fokker [A Flying Penguin] Anthony Fokker & Bruce Gould 04/38 7   
12 148 The Land that God Gave Cain – An Account of H.G. Watkins’s 

Expedition to Labrador 1928-1929 
James M. Scott, Gino Watkins (intro.) 07/38 5 Labrador  

13 149 Winged Warfare [A Flying Penguin] W.A. Bishop V.C. 07/38 20 WW1  
14 161 North to the Orient Anne Morrow Lindbergh 09/38 3 Arctic flight  
15 168 The House of Exile [FBC] Nora Waln 09/38 5 China 1920s  
16 183 The Fight of the ‘Firecrest’ – The Record of a Lone-hand Cruise from 

East to West across the Atlantic 
Alain Gerbault 02/39 -   

17 187 The Egypt’s Gold [salvage of] [FBC] David Scott 02/39 7 Bay of Biscay  
18 193 Sledge – The British Trans Greenland Expedition 1934 [& 233] Martin Lindsay, Frank Wilson (drawings) [abridged] 04/39 4 Greenland  
19 198 Amateur Adventure [10 photographs, & 441] K.C. Gandar Dower 04/39 5 Flight to India  
20 202 The Escaping Club [‘caged Penguin’] [FBC] A.J. Evans 05/39 18 WW1  
21 205 From Red Sea to Blue Nile [& 290] Rosita Forbes, Viscount Allenby (foreword) 05/39 -   
22 223 Two Vagabonds in Serbia and Montenegro – 1915 Jan & Cora Gordon 09/39 -   
23 226 Across Lapland with Sledge and Reindeer [20 photographs] Olive Murray Chapman 09/39 7 1931  
24 233 Those Greenland Days – The British Arctic Air-Route Expedition 1930-

1931 [13 photographs] 
Martin Lindsay, Frank Wilson (drawings) 01/40 7   

25 236 The Southseaman – Life-Story of a Schooner Weston Martyr 01/40 -   
26 242 Hindoo Holiday – An Indian Journal [=> 9507] J.R. Ackerley 03/40 8 1920s => 018.794 
27 255 Arctic Village [abridged] Robert Marshall 04/40  Alaska 1930  
28 258 Wild Oats Eric Muspratt 04/40 8 Europe  
29 261 Marching on Tanga – with General Smuts in East Africa [1st ed orange] Francis Brett Young 06/40 23 WW1  
30 281 Within Four Walls – A Classic of Escape [FBC] [‘caged Penguin’] M.C.C. Harrison & H.A. Cartwright, H.A. Cartwright (illus.) 05/40 10 WW1  
31 286 The Tunnellers of Holzminden [‘caged Penguin’] H.G. Durnford 07/40 10 WW1  
32 287 Cage-Birds [‘caged Penguin’] H.E. Hervey, R.R. McIntosh (intro.) 07/40 20 WW1  
33 290 Russian Road to India by Kabul and Samarkand Rosita Forbes 12/40 3   
34 294 Siamese White [FBC] Maurice Collis 11/40 4 Siam 1680s  
35 298 Ju-Ju and Justice in Nigeria (told by) Frank Hives & (written down by) Gascoine Lumley 12/40 10   
36 309 Eastern Flights – A Record of Escape [‘caged Penguin’] Alan Bott 12/40 20 WW1  
37 310 My Journey to Lhasa Alexandra David-Neel 12/40 13 Tibet  
38 315 The Land of the Blue Poppy – Travels of a Naturalist in Eastern Tibet F. Kingdon Ward [abridged] 03/41 30 Tibet  
39 347 Trade Winds [FBC] [& 541] Louis Kornitzer 07/43 10 Far East  
40 360 An Air Fighter’s Scrap-Book [FBC] Ira Jones 11/42 4 WW1  
41 363 Dialogue with Death [abridged] Arthur Koestler, Trevor & Phyllis Blewitt (trans.) 04/42 4 Spanish Civil War  
42 369 A Naturalist Goes to War [FBC] Philip Gosse 01/43 9 W. Front & India  
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No No. Title – Subtitle [notes] Author, Contributors Date + Time & Place   
43 374 English Captain [abridged] Tom Wintringham 02/42 2 Spanish Civil War  
44 405 Passenger to Teheran [FBC] Vita Sackville-West 07/43 17   
45 417 South Latitude [FBC] F.D. Ommanney 04/43 5 Antarctic  
46 424 Sporting Adventure [FBC] James Wentworth Day, ‘Fish-Hawk’ (illus.) 10/43 6 UK  
47 426 Sea Escapes and Adventures [FBC] Taffrail = Taprell Dorling 05/43 16 Historical  
48 431 Russian Newsreel An Eye-Witness a/c of the Soviet Union at War [FBC]  Charlotte Haldane 05/43 1   
49 439 Guerrilla War in Abyssinia [FBC] W.E.D. Allen 08/43 - WW2  
50 440 The 6,000 Beards of Athos Ralph H. Brewster 06/44 9 Greece  
51 441 Into Madagascar [FBC] K.C. Gandar Dower 08/43 - WW2 1942  
52 448 A Game Warden Among his Charges C.R.S. Pitman, Martin Hinton (intro.) 02/44 13 E. Africa  
53 458 The Cruise of the ‘Cachalot’ – Round the World after Sperm Whales Frank Thomas Bullen 03/44 47 1875-1883  
54 465 Sea and Sardinia [& 756] D.H. Lawrence 08/44 21   
55 467 The Russian Campaigns 1941-1943 [sequel, 44-45 = 518, grey] W.E.D. Allen & Paul Muratoff 09/44 - WW2  
56 479 The Southern Gates of Arabia – A Journey into the Hadhramaut [& 878] Freya Stark 03/45 9   
57 483 Fountains in the Sand [& 502]  Norman Douglas 01/45 32 North Africa  
58 490 Escape to Switzerland [also a Services Edition SE2] G.R. de Beer 06/45 - Historical  
59 491 Africa Dances – A Book about West African Negroes [32 photographs] Geoffrey Gorer 03/45 10 West Africa => 9502 
60 492 A South Sea Diary S.W. Powell 06/45 3 Tahiti 1912-13  
61 502 Together [& 625] [also a Services Edition] Norman Douglas 03/45 22 The Alps  
62 527 Hashish [& 533] Henry de Monfreid, Helen Bell (trans.) 04/46 11 Middle East  
63 530 Traveller from Tokyo John Morris 06/46 3 Japan 1938-1942  
64 533 Sea Adventures Henry de Monfreid, Helen Bell (trans.) 01/47 9 Red Sea  
65 541 Pearls and Men Louis Kornitzer 04/47 11 Various  
66 559 The Lawless Roads Graham Greene 06/47 8 Mexico => 018.580 
67 578 Two Years Before the Mast [double volume] Richard Henry Dana 02/48 108 Round the Horn => 039.008 
68 607 Lord Anson’s Voyage Round the World 1740-44 Richard Walter, S.W.C. Pack (ed.) 02/48 200   
69 619 African Discovery – An Anthology of Exploration Margery Perham & Jack Simmons (eds.) 09/46 - Historical  
70 625 Siren Land Norman Douglas 03/46 37 South Italy => 9511 
71 678 The Oregon Trail – Sketches of Prairie and Rocky Mountain Francis Parkman [double volume] 05/49 100  => 039.042 
72 756 Etruscan Places [one of his ‘ten’] [=> 1513] D.H. Lawrence, Richard Aldington (intro.) 03/50 18 Italy 1927 => 118.105 
73 784 The Colossus of Maroussi Henry Miller 08/50 9 Greece => 9516 
74 825 When the Going Was Good Evelyn Waugh /51 - Four Continents  
75 846 Ten Years Under the Earth Norbert Casteret, Burrows Massey (trans. & ed. from three French titles) 10/52 - Pyrenees  
76 878 The Valleys of the Assassins – and Other Persian Travels Freya Stark 05/52 18   
77 898 The Sea and the Jungle H.M. Tomlinson 02/53 41 To Amazonia 1910 => 9538 

Vertical Grid 
78 913 Out of Africa [=> MC] Karen Blixen = Isak Dinesen 04/54 17 East Africa => 018.041 
79 1015 Desert and Forest – The Exploration of Abyssinian Danakil L.M. Nesbitt 08/55 21   
80 1036 Man-Eaters of Kumaon Jim Corbett 01/55 11 India  
81 1048 Beyond the Mexique Bay – A Traveller’s Journal [one of his ‘ten’] Aldous Huxley 01/55 21 Central America  
82 1142 One’s Company – A Journey [overland] to China in 1933 Peter Fleming, Frank Wilson (cover) 07/56 22  => 9509 
83 1155 The Essential T.E. Lawrence [1015 on spine] T.E. Lawrence, David Garnett (ed.), George Buday (cover) 08/56 5   
84 1157 Passages from Arabia Deserta Charles Montagu Doughty, Edward Garnett (ed.), George Buday (cover) 08/56 25  => 9508 
85 1184 Brazilian Adventure Peter Fleming, John O’Connor (cover) 02/57 24 Mato Grosso => 9526 
86 1186 Return to Paradise James Michener, David Gentleman (cover) 02/57 6 Pacific WW2  
87 1228 The Overloaded Ark Gerald Durrell, Sabine Baur (illus.), Paxton Chadwick (cover) 08/57 4 Cameroons  
88 1230 The Alleys of Marrakesh Peter Mayne, William Stobbs (cover) 08/57  N. Africa  
89 1266 The Bafut Beagles Gerald Durrell, Ralph Thompson (illus.) 58 4 Cameroons  
90 1314 The Drunken Forest Gerald Durrell, Ralph Thompson (illus.) 09/58 2 S. America  
91 1399 My Family and Other Animals Gerald Durrell 10/59  Mostly Corfu  




